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BACHELOR OF ARTS (JOURNALISM & MASS COMMUNICATION) 

 

i.    Approved in the 8th Meeting of the Board of Studies held on 27.06.2016 
ii.   To be effective from the Academic Session 2016-17 onwards 

FIRST SEMESTER 

CONTEMPORARY INDIA: AN OVERVIEW 

COURSE CODE:  BA (JMC) 103 L: 4 T/P: 0 CREDITS: 4 

External Evaluation: 75 Marks Internal Evaluation: 25 Marks Total Marks: 100  

 

Objectives of the Course 
On completion of this course, the student should be able to: 

 debate on  various aspects of Indian history, art and culture  
 critically engage on various socio-economic and political issues in India 
 utilize knowledge gained to influence the social fabric of the country 

 
Unit I: [Indian History & Culture]   L: 12 

1.  Socio-cultural Configuration of Contemporary India: Unity, Diversity, Multi-Culturalism  
2.  Art and Culture: Contemporary Issues and Debates 
3.  Scientific Temper: Concept, Relevance and Practice 
4.  Indian Freedom Movement (1857-1947) Landmarks 

Unit II: [Indian Polity]  L: 14 

1. Indian Constitution: Preamble; Fundamental Rights and Duties; Directive Principles 
2.  Federalism: Centre and State Relations 
3.    Presidential System and Parliamentary Democracy 
4.  General Elections and Electoral Reforms, National and State Political Parties in India 
 

Unit III: [Indian Economy] L: 12 

1. The Nature and Ideological Contours of Indian Economy 
2. Five Year Plans, Mixed Economy 
3. Liberalisation, Privatisation and Globalisation (FDI, BPOs and KPOs) 
4.  Current Five Year Plan and New Economic Initiatives 

 
Unit IV: [Social Movements & Activism] L: 10 

1. Marginalisation, Socio-Economic Equality and Reservation 
2. Women Safety, Gender Equality and Activism 
3. Public Health, Hygiene & Sanitation: Swachh Bharat Abhiyaan 
4. Judicial Activism  

 
 

Suggested Readings: 

1. Agrawal, A. N. (1983). Indian Economy: Problems of Development &Planning. Delhi: Vikas Publishing House. 
2. Bakshi, P. M. (2007). The Constitution of India: Selective Comments. Delhi: Universal Law Publishing. 
3. Basu, D. D. Introduction to the Constitution of India. Prentice Hall. 
4. Dhingra, I. C. (1986). Indian Economics and Development. New Delhi: Sultan Chand & Sons.  
5. Fadia. B.L. (2016). Indian Government and Politics: Sahitya Bhawan. 
6. Narang, A.S. (1985). Indian Government and Politics. New Delhi: Gitanjali Publishing House. 
7. Singhal, A., & Rogers, E. M. (2001). India's Communication Revolution: From Bullock Carts to Cyber Marts. New 

Delhi: SagePublications. 
8. Verma, N., & Bhalla, A. (2000). India and Europe: Selected Essays. Shimla: Centre for the Study of Indian 

Civilization and Indian Institute of Advanced Study. 
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i.    Approved in the 8th Meeting of the Board of Studies held on 27.06.2016 
ii.   To be effective from the Academic Session 2016-17 onwards 

SECOND SEMESTER 

MEDIA LAWS AND ETHICS 

COURSE CODE:  BA (JMC) 104 L: 4 T/P: 0 CREDITS: 4 

External Evaluation: 75 Marks Internal Evaluation: 25 Marks Total Marks: 100  

 
Objectives of the Course 
On completion of this course, the student should be able to: 

 define Freedom of Press as per Article 19(1) (a) of the Indian Constitution 
 explain reasonable restrictions in freedom of press 
 describe the need & importance of the Press Council of India 
 utilize knowledge gained in coverage of judicial proceedings, Parliament and State Legislature  

 
Unit I: [Freedom of Press & Indian Constitution] L: 12 

1. Legal Terminology: Bills and Acts, Ordinance, Regulations, Statute, Code, Norms,  
Conventions, Affidavit, Accused, Acquittal, Bail, Conviction, Defendant, Evidence,  
Plaintiff, Prosecution, Prima Facie, Sub-Judice 

2.   Press Laws Before and After Independence 
3.   Bill to Act: Case Study of Lokpal 
4.   Freedom of the Press and the Indian Constitution, Freedom of Speech and Expression: Article 19(1) (a) 

and Reasonable Restrictions Article 19 (2) 
 

Unit II: [Press Commissions and Committees]  L: 12 

1.  Press Commissions and Press Council of India 
2.  Committees: Chanda Committee, P.C. Joshi Committee, Sengupta Committee and Verghese Committee 
3.  The State: Sedition-incitement to violence (section 124A IPC) 

Legislature: Parliamentary Privileges - Article 361A, Article 105 (Parliament), Article 194 (State Legislation), 
Judiciary: Contempt of Court 1971  

 

Unit III: [Media Acts and Laws] L: 12 

1.  Press & Registration of Books Act 1867 and 1955, Copyright Act 1957  
2.  Working Journalists Act 1955 & 1958, Young Persons Harmful Publications Act 1956 
3.   Prasar Bharati Act 1990 and Cinematograph Act 1952 
4.  Official Secrets Act 1923 and Right to Information Act 2005 (Case studies) 
5.  Defamation, Libel & Slander (Case studies) 

 
Unit IV: [Regulatory Bodies] L: 12 

1. Defining Media Ethics: Social Responsibility of Press  
2.   Legal Rights and Responsibilities of Journalists 
3.    Code of Ethics: Editors’ Guild, Press Council of India, AIR & Doordarshan Code 
4.    Regulatory Framework: TRAI, BCCC, News Broadcasters Association (NBA) and their functioning 

 

Suggested Readings: 

1. Aggarwal, S. K. (1989). Media Credibility. New Delhi, India: Mittal Publications. 
2. Basu, D. D. Introduction to the Constitution of India. Prentice Hall.  
3. Ghosh, K. (1973). Freedom or Fraud of the Press. Calcutta: Rupa & Co. 
4. Mankekar, D. R. (1973). The Press under Pressure. New Delhi: Indian Book. 
5. Mass Media Laws and Regulations in India. (2000). Singapore: Asian Media Information and Comm. Centre. 
6. Rayudu, C. S., & B., N. R. (1995). Mass Media Laws and Regulations. Bombay: Himalaya Publication House. 
7. Shrivastava, K. M. (2005). Media Ethics: Veda to Gandhi & beyond. New Delhi: Publications Division, Ministry of 

Information and Broadcasting, Government of India. 
8. Thakurta, P. G. (2011). Media Ethics: Truth, Fairness, and Objectivity. New Delhi: Oxford University Press. 
9. Venkateswaran, K. S. (1993). Mass Media Laws and Regulations in India. Singapore: Asian Mass Communication 

Research and Information Centre.  
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